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HowtoTellWildAnimalsSummaryofthepoem

Thepoetisdescribingthevariouswildanimals.Theseanimalsareverydangerousand
shehasintroducedthemonebyoneinaveryfunnyway.Firstofallshetellsusaboutan
Asianlion.Shesaysthatifyouarevisitingthejunglesoftheeastandthereyouseean
animalwhichhastawnyskinandheroarssoloudlythatyouwilldieoutoffear.This
meansthatyouhaveseenanAsianlion.NextinthelineistheBengaltigerthatshehas
explainedtobearoyalanimalthatatonceattacksandkillsaman.Shesaysbyadding
humourthatifthisbeautifulblackstripedanimalkillsyouandeatsyou,thenyouhave
surelymetaBengaltiger.Afterthis,shesaysthatifthereadermetananimalthathas



blackspottedskinanditatoncejumpsonhim,thenitmeansthatthereaderhasmeta
leopard.Moreover,shesaysthatifonewillcryoutinpain,itmaybeofnouseasthe
leopardwillnotstopattackinghim.Thenshemovesontothebearthatshesayswillhug
verytightly.Thisisthewaytorecognizeabearasitkillsapersonbyhugginghimvery
tightly.So,shesaysthatthebearwillcontinuetohugustightlyandthatistheonlyway
torecognizehim.Afterthis,sheasksaquestiontothereadersthatdotheyknowhowto
recognizebeaststhathunttheirprey.Heresheexplainsabouthyenaswhichshethinks
haveasmilingfaceandthecrocodilesthathavetearsintheireyes.Thiscanbeseenwhen
theyarekillingtheirprey.ThelastoneinthelististheChameleon.Shesaysthatitisa
lizard-likecreaturewhichdoesn’thaveearsandwingsjustlikealizard.Onlythiscan
helpyoudifferentiatebetweenalizardandchameleon.Shefurthersaysthatthe
chameleonhasaqualityofchangingitscoloraccordingtothecolourofthesurface.So,
toexplainthisshesaysthatifthereaderlooksatthetreeandifhecanonlyseethetree,
thismeansthatthereisachameleonsittingonitwhichhasalreadyturneditscolorto
brownjustlikethebranchofthetree.

 

 

HowtoTellWildAnimalsPoemandExplanation

Ifeveryoushouldgobychance
Tojunglesintheeast;                           
Andifthereshouldtoyouadvance
Alargeandtawnybeast,
Ifheroarsatyouasyou’redyin’
You’llknowitistheAsianLion...

Tawny:yellowishbrowncolor

Thepoetistellingthereadersthathowtheycanrecognizevariousanimalsinthejungles
oftheeast.So,infirststanzashesaysthatifthereadercomesacrossananimalwhose



skinisyellowishbrownincolourandifitroarsathimsostronglythathecandieoutof
fear,itmeansthathehasencounteredanAsianLion.Shehashumorouslyexplainedthe
AsianLionwhichcouldkillapersonwithitsroar.

LiteraryDevices

Rhyme:Rhymeschemeababccisfollowed(chance-advance,east-beast,dyin-lion)
Enjambment:Continuationofasentencetothenextline(andifthere…..tawnybeast)
Inversion:Changeintheformatofasentence(ifthereshouldtoyouadvance)
Assonance:useofvowelsound’o’(youshouldgo,shouldtoyou,roars,)
Allusion:Referencetoafamousthing,place,speciesofanimal,etc(AsianLion)

Orifsometimewhenroaminground,
Anoblewildbeastgreetsyou,
Withblackstripesonayellowground,          
Justnoticeifheeatsyou.
Thissimplerulemayhelpyoulearn
TheBengalTigertodiscern.

Noble:highborn,aristocratic

Discern:recognize

Sheexplainsananimalthatroamsinthejungleandbelongstoaroyalclan.Thecolourof
itsskinisyellowishwithblackstripes.Shesaysthatifyounoticethathekillsyouand
eatsyouup,thenthismeansthatyouhavesurelyseenaBengalTiger.Thistimealsoshe
hasuseddarkhumourtoexplainhowatigerlookslikebecauseonceapersonhasbeen
eatenupbyawildanimal,thereisnouseindeterminingwhichwildanimalitis.



LiteraryDevices

Rhyme:Rhymeschemeababccisfollowed(round-ground,you-youlearn-discern)
Alliteration:repetitionofconsonantsound‘r’atstartoftwoormorecloselyconnected
words(roaminground)
Inversion:Changeintheformatofasentence(TheBengalTigertodiscern)
Allusion:Referencetoafamousthing,place,speciesofanimal,etc(BengalTiger)
Assonance:Useofvowelsound’o’(orifsometimewhenroaminground)

 

Ifstrollingforth,abeastyouview,
Whosehidewithspotsispeppered,                       
Assoonashehasleptonyou,
You’llknowitistheLeopard.
’Twilldonogoodtoroarwithpain,
He’llonlylepandlepagain.

Strolling:walkingcasually
Forth:forward
Hide:skinofanimal
Peppered:Hereitmeansthespots
Lept(Leapt):jumptowardssomeone

Thepoetsaysthatifyouarecasuallywalkinginajungle,youwillmeetananimalwho
hasaskinwithspotsonit.Thisanimalissofastthatitwillleaponyouatoncewhich
meansthatitwilljumponyou.Thisjumpingisanindicationthatitisnoneotherthanthe
Leopard.Moreover,sheaddsthatifyouwillcryoutinpain,itisnotgoingtobeofany
useasitwillkeeponjumpingonyou.So,inthisstanzathepoethasexplainedthe
characteristicofaleopard.

 



LiteraryDevices

Rhyme:Rhymeschemeababccisfollowed(view-you,peppered-Leopard,pain-again)
Alliteration:useofconsonantsound‘h’inthebeginningoftwowords(hehas)

 

 Ifwhenyou’rewalkingroundyouryard
Youmeetacreaturethere,
Whohugsyouvery,veryhard,             
BesureitisaBear.
Ifyouhaveanydoubts,Iguess
He’llgiveyoujustonemorecaress.

Yard:backyardorthelawnareaofahouse
Caress:Agentletouch

Ifyouarewalkinginthelawnareaofyourhouseandyoumeetacreaturewhichhugs
youtightly,itisabear.Shefurtheraddsthatifyouarestillindoubtregardingtheanimal,
theeasiestwayisthathewillkeephuggingandtouchingyouverygently.Thisactofhis
willmakeyousureaboutitsidentity.Youwillcometoknowthatitisabear.

LiteraryDevices

Rhyme:Rhymeschemeababccisfollowed(yard-hard,there-bear,guess-caress)
Enjambment:Continuationofasentencetothenextline(ifyouwerewalking….creature
there)
Alliteration:useof‘w’sound(when-walking),useof‘h’sound(who-hugs),useof‘b’
sound(be-bear)
Assonance:useofvowel‘e’(meetacreaturethere)



 

Thoughtodistinguishbeastsofprey               
Anovicemightnonplus,
TheCrocodileyoualwaysmay
TellfromtheHyenathus:
Hyenascomewithmerrysmiles;

Butiftheyweepthey’reCrocodiles
Distinguish:Differentiate
BeastofPrey:Anyanimalsthathuntsotheranimalsforfood    
Novice:Someonenewtoajob
Nonplus:beconfused

Thepoetsaysthatforsomeonewhoisnewtothejobofrecognizinganimals,itwillbe
likeapuzzletorecognizeanimalsthathuntotheranimalsfortheirfood.Soherethepoet
triestohelpoutthereadersbytellingthedifferencebetweentwoanimals.Hesaysthat
Hyenaswillbesmilingwhereasifitisacrocodile,itisalwaysintears.Bothofthese
animalsaredangerous.

LiteraryDevices

Rhyme:Rhymeschemeababccisfollowed(prey-may,nonplus-thus,smiles-crocodiles)
Alliteration:useofconsonantsound‘n’(novice-nonplus),useof‘th’sound(the-thus)



Enjambment:continuationofsentencetothenextline(thoughtodistinguish….might
nonplus,Thecrocodile…..hyenathus)

ThetrueChameleonissmall,
Alizardsortofthing;
Hehasn’tanyearsatall,
Andnotasinglewing.
Ifthereisnothingonthetree,  
’Tisthechameleonyousee.

ThepoetsaysthatthenextisChameleonwhichisasmallcreature.Itlookslikealizard
butthedifferencebetweenthetwoisthatchameleondoesnothaveearsandwings.
Moreovershesaysthatchameleonhastheabilitytochangeitscoloraccordingtothe
surfaceonwhichitissitting.Therefore,ifyouseeatreeandfindnothingelseonit,then
itmustbeachameleonsittingonit.Ithaschangeditscolourintothecoloroftree.

LiteraryDevices

Rhyme:Rhymeschemeababccisfollowed(small-all,thing-wing,tree-see)
Alliteration:useof‘h’sound(hehasn’t)
Consonance:useof‘g’sound(singlewing)

 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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HowtoTellWildAnimalsQuestionandAnswers

Q1-Does‘dyin’reallyrhymewith‘lion’?Canyousayitinsuchawaythatitdoes?

A1-Theactualwordisdyingwhichdoesnotrhymewithlion.Inordertocreaterhyme,it
iswrittenas‘dyin’inthepoem.

 

Q2-Howdoesthepoetsuggestthatyouidentifythelionandthetiger?Whencanyoudo
so,accordingtohim?

A2-Thepoetdifferentiatesbetweenthetwointhefollowingmanner-

Hesaysthatifthebeastisofyellow-browncolourthatistawnycolouranditroarsout
sofiercelythatyoumaydieoutoffear,thenthisisanAsianlion.
Whereas,iftheanimalhasblackstripesonyellowbackgroundofhtheskinandheattacks
tokillyou,thenitisaBengaltiger.

 

Q3-Doyouthinkthewords‘lept’and‘lep’inthethirdstanzaarespeltcorrectly?Why
doesthepoetspellthemlikethis?

A3-Thewords‘lept’and‘lep’havenotbeenspelledcorrectly.Itisapoeticdeviceknown
aspoeticlicensewhichisusedbythepoettolayemphasisontheactionsoftheleopard.

 

Q4-Lookattheline“Anovicemightnonplus”.Howwouldyouwritethis‘correctly’?
Whyisthepoet’s‘incorrect’linebetterinthepoem?

A4-Thecorrectorderofthesentenceis‘anovicemightbenonplussed’.Thepoetwroteit
inordertobringrhymetoherpoem.nonplusrhymeswiththus.

 

Q5-Muchofthehumourinthepoemarisesfromthewaylanguageisused,althoughthe
ideasarefunnyaswell.Ifthereareparticularlinesinthepoemthatyouespeciallylike,
sharethesewiththeclass,speakingbrieflyaboutwhatitisabouttheideasorthe
languagethatyoulikeorfindfunny?

A5-Yes,itistruethatthepoethasusedthelanguageinawaythatitariseshumour.The
poethasusedmanylinesthatarefunny.Onesuchis‘Ifheroarsatyouasyou’re
dyin’.You’llknowitistheAsianLion...’ortheotheroneis‘Anoblewildbeastgreets
you’.Sohisideaofexplainingthecharacteristicsofthewildanimalsisquitefunny.
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